This Bible belonged to a young lady named Emma WATSON, who was born in 1869 in Sutton Bridge, Lincolnshire, a village on the edge of The Wash.  She was the first of 9 children born to Henry and Ann WATSON.  Their fourth child – and Emma’s first sister - Mary Elizabeth WATSON, was born 1874.  In 1895 Mary married William John BARKER in Ilford, Essex.  They in turn had three children, William, Ruby and Edward.  Edward married Connie in 1959 and in due course, I arrived on the scene. 
This bible has thus come down to me from my Grand Aunt Emma.  I can’t find a date to show when it was printed, or when it was given to Emma, but such family bibles were often a wedding gift and Emma was married in around 1888. It is well over 100 years old and quite possibly nearer to 150.
It has sat in, and under, bookcases and shelves in my parents house and then in mine, and I have to confess it has rarely been opened.  
Sitting next to E Comp Adrian Halliwell at a Convocation in Taunton sometime last year, I remarked upon the Bible in use there and he mentioned that Fidelity & Sincerity C1966 didn’t have a Bible – I jumped at the opportunity to (a) help a Brother in time of need and (b) clear some space in the book case!
Companions, I am delighted to give it to friends who can make more use, better use and above all, proper use of it.  


E Comp Charlie Barker, PGScE
20th February 2023
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