Today it is my pleasant duty and privilege to give this oration to celebrate the dedication of this new Bible
The Holy Bible, our Volume of the Sacred Law, the first of the three great lights in masonry, is the most prized possession of any Chapter. The Bible opens when the Chapter opens; it closes when the Chapter closes. No Chapter business can be transacted unless the Volume of the Sacred Law lies open, thus the Volume of the Sacred Law rules our labours as the Sun rules the day. We are taught that the “Sacred writings are to govern our faith” and we are recommended to a “Most serious contemplation of the Volume of the Sacred Law” in which we will discover the duties we owe to God, our neighbour and ourselves.
It is difficult to know when the history of the Bible first coloured the symbolism of our ceremonials. We all have our theories, but we can perhaps imagine the thoughts of those dedicated craft masons who lovingly prepared the stones when building our churches and cathedrals in medieval times.
The Bible is central, sovereign, supreme, the great light in masonry. Almost every name found in our ceremonies is a biblical name; but more important is the fact that the Spirit of the Bible, its faith, its attitude towards life, pervades the whole of Masonry and life. Upon the Volume of the Sacred Law every Companion every Exaltee takes his Obligation.
The Bible lies open for us all to read and for each to interpret for ourselves. It allows the utmost liberty of faith and at the same time unites us upon the broad simple truth which underlies all creeds and religions – Faith in the True and Living God Most High.
Our oldest Masonic documents make no reference to the Bible, possibly because no part of the Bible was printed in English prior to 1525, and the first complete Bible in English was not printed until 1535 . At this point in history a Bible was rarely found outside a Church. The term VSL first appeared in the Old Charges in the Grand Lodge No 1 Manual Script of 1583.  Since the first printing of the Bible in English there have been a number of ‘famous’ Bibles arising out of mistypes. The most notorious of these include the  *Wicked Bible’ of 1631 which contained ‘Thou shalt commit adultery’
The history contained in the Bible was over fifteen hundred years in the making and took another thousand years before it was translated into English. It finally became the version authorised by King James 1 in the year 1611.
The Holy Bible contains, Law, History, Poetry, Prophecy, Letters, Morals, Philosophy, Medicine, Divine Light and Truth. Its authorship is no less varied: among its contributors were Lawyers, Poets, Prophets, Teachers, Mystics, Shepherds, Kings and Fishermen. From its pages one gleams the Character of God and His love of mankind.
Through ages of intolerance everything has been done to destroy this Book and its Teachings, men have been imprisoned, tortured and burnt at the stake. Its pages have been moistened through time by tears of joy and tears of sorrow. They have been thumbed and soiled by the fingers of Kings in their palaces and prisoners in their cells. Monarch and peasant alike have found it a source of strength, of courage, and of Hope.
The VSL records the revealed Will of God. From this book the teachings are conveyed. It symbolises Trust, Justice and the way in which Masons conduct their lives by the divine precepts contained. For hundreds of years Freemasons have applied its teachings.
In dedicating this book, I bid you all to read it well and frequently, for as you grow familiar with its contents, so will it be as a beacon to our pathway through life and an ever-ready landmark in our future Masonic careers.

4

